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SUMMARY OF “SERMON”: Although the healing of the lame man in chapter 3
led many to come to faith in Jesus, not everyone was pleased. In fact, the Sanhedrin (the Jewish leadership) was incensed and arrested Peter and John. During the
trial Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, made clear that Jesus Christ is the only way
to salvation with God, and that God is to be obeyed over all.
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RELATED BIBLE PASSAGES FOR THE COMING WEEK [The Bible readings this
week help illuminate aspects of standing firm for Jesus in the face of opposition as
in our text.]
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Monday, Feb. 20 – Luke 12:1-12 [Jesus made it clear that those who follow Him
would face opposition. Yet He also encourages us followers with assurance of His
watch over us and the promise that under trial the Holy Spirit will teach us what to
say, just as with Peter in Acts 4.]
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Tuesday, Feb. 21 – I Peter 4:12-19 [Peter was writing to Christians who were
starting to experience persecution. These verses help prepare them just as he had
been prepared as well. He knows of what he speaks!]
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Wednesday, Feb. 22 – Psalm 118 [This psalm was a hymn for the Feast of Tabernacles. It is laden with Messianic overtones including v.22, foreseeing that God’s
chosen Messiah would be rejected and then become the capstone (Key anchor).]
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Thursday, Feb. 23 – John 14:1-6 [Jesus’ own words, v.6, became the inspiration
behind Peter’s bold proclamation in v.12 that God’s salvation purposes can only be
received through faith in Jesus Christ.]
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Friday, Feb. 24 – Deuteronomy 12:1-14 [When the Israelites entered the
Promised Land that God gave them explicit instructions were given for right
worship of the one true God to protect them from the false worship of the nations.
Right worship would be linked with God’s “Name”, referring to His character – a
principle fulfilled in Acts 4:12 that only by the name of Jesus can we be saved.]
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Saturday, Feb. 25 – John 15:9-17 [Peter emphasized obeying God (Acts 4:19).
He had heard from the Master Himself that to love the Lord is to obey His word.
Indeed, obedience to the Lord keeps His presence real and His joy in our hearts.]
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