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SUMMARY OF SERMON: Among the more dramatic changes in our culture has
been the change in how people communicate what with the rise of the internet and
social media. How do these changes affect our call to share the gospel of Jesus
Christ? What has changed and what can’t change? Paul’s words in our text help us
answer these questions as we see that we are to be devoted to prayer and to be
wise in our interactions with outsiders. These commands don’t change even though
their application can.
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RELATED BIBLE PASSAGES FOR THE COMING WEEK [The Bible readings this
week are a reminder of staying true to the gospel while being flexible in its presentation.]
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Monday, Feb. 1 – John 4:1-26 [Jesus was a master at reaching the different types
of people with His message of salvation by discerning the person’s needs and spiritual blind spots. His interaction with the Samaritan woman is a classic illustration of
this.]
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Tuesday, Feb. 2 - I Kings 17:7-24 [Elijah the prophet had spoken to King Ahab of
Israel that God’s judgment was upon him and Israel because of their idolatry and
lack of faith in God. But when Elijah came to a non-Israelite widow, instead of judgment for her paganism, he called her to trust in God. And she did.]
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Wednesday, Feb. 3 – I Corinthians 9:19-23 [Paul lays it out that he will adapt the
gospel message, without compromise, in order to most effectively address the
framework of his listeners.]
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Thursday, Feb. 4 – Acts 17:16-34 [Like his Lord, and like his testimony in I Cor. 9:19
-23 (yesterday’s reading), Paul was a master at adapting the gospel message to his
hearers. In this case, sharing the gospel in Athens, a city focused on philosophical
speculations, he uses that framework to present the gospel.]
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Friday, Feb. 5 - Psalm 67 [This psalm reveals a heart that desires to share the good
news of the gospel to the nations. Having the attitude that we are blessed in order to
share Christ with others will motivate us to share in the right spirit.]
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Saturday, Feb. 6 – II Corinthians 5:11-21 [Paul speaks that he is motivated by
Christ’s love (v.14) and his goal in life is to be an ambassador of Christ to others,
sharing the good news of God’s means of reconciliation through the cross of Christ.]
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