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SUMMARY OF SERMON: I Corinthians 12 presents a list of nine “manifestational”
gifts. These gifts, unlike motivational gifts, are only experienced by Christians and
are used in a given situation for a given purpose. They are Holy Spirit inspired gifts
that manifest the presence of God to His people. Three of them (word of wisdom,
word of knowledge, and discerning of spirits) are discerning gifts that reveal the
mind of God, the focus this week.
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RELATED BIBLE PASSAGES FOR THE COMING WEEK [The Bible readings this
week illustrate instances where the supernatural discernment gifts of God are used.]
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Monday, June 13 – Daniel 2 [In this fascinating slice of history we find that God
initially gives Daniel a word of wisdom that stalls his (and other wise men’s) imminent death, and then gives the word of knowledge by which Daniel knows both the
king’s dream and its interpretation.]
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Tuesday, June 14 – John 8:1-11 [In this well-known story Jesus needs, and
receives, a word of wisdom in a volatile situation. Could His bending over and
writing in the sand be a time of seeking the Holy Spirit’s wisdom?]
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Wednesday, June 15 – II Samuel 12:1-10 [Sometimes a word of knowledge is
given by God to expose sin and bring repentance. Such was the case here. David
may have thought his adulterous/murderous affair was known to no one else. But
God knew (I Samuel 11:27) and revealed it to Nathan, the prophet.]
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Thursday, June 16 – Acts 9:10-19 [In this case, a word of knowledge came to
Ananias in a vision. This supernatural knowledge helped God give Ananias the
courage he needed to go and pray for Saul, known up to that point only as a most
dangerous persecutor of Christians.]
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Friday, June 17 - I Samuel 16:6-13 [Samuel knew that God was picking one of
Jesse’s sons to be the next king of Israel. But which one? Not that the other sons
of Jesse were evil. But it wasn’t until David appeared that Samuel had the discernment to know that this was the man God’s anointing was upon.]
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Saturday, June 18 – Matthew 22:15-22 [Despite the Pharisees’ flowery words to
Jesus, He was able to discern their evil intent in trying to trap Him with their
question.]
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