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SUMMARY OF SERMON: Paul exhorts Timothy to faithfully live out his faith in
Jesus Christ. In v. 16 he sums all this up with the phrase, “watch your life and
doctrine closely.” This is great advice for all Christians. Our “life” refers to our daily
patterns of living (our speech, conduct, attitudes) which is to reflect Christ’s love to
others. Our “doctrine” refers to knowing God’s truth in His word and rightly interpreting and understanding it.
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RELATED BIBLE PASSAGES FOR THE COMING WEEK [The Bible readings this
week are about the importance of following correct biblical doctrine and living with
Christ-honoring integrity.]
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Monday, Sept. 19 – Matthew 7:24-29 [Jesus closes the Sermon on the Mount with a
call to build our lives on the truth of God’s word by actually obeying what the Word
says. This sets the Christian’s feet firm in sound doctrine with resultant Christ-like
living.]
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Tuesday, Sept. 20 – Psalm 1 [The psalms open with a psalm extolling the
importance of “meditating” on the law of God. This refers to the combination of
letting the truths of God’s word sink deeply into our thought process leading to godly
conduct and fruitful living for the Lord.]
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Wednesday, Sept. 21 – II Timothy 4:1-5 [At the same time Paul encourages Timothy to faithfully preach God’s word he also warns Timothy (and us) that there will be
false teachers who will arise and twist God’s word to appeal to people who selfishly
seek their own desires rather than God’s truth.]
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Thursday, Sept. 22 – Romans 13:8-14 [In a letter in which Paul makes the clear
case for the biblical doctrine that we are saved by God’s grace alone through our
faith in Christ he also makes clear, as here, that salvation by grace does not mean
freedom to live in willful sin. Rather, we are freed to live a life of love to others
according to God’s law.]
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Friday, Sept. 23 – Jeremiah 6:10-16 [This is a sad passage delivered shortly before
the fall of Jerusalem in which the Lord reveals to Jeremiah that the Israelites have
rejected sound doctrine and have engaged, without repentance, in ungodly living.]
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Saturday, Sept. 24 – Ephesians 4:17-24 [Christians are exhorted to no longer think
as the “Gentiles” (here meaning unbelieving pagans) do. Instead, we have been
given truth (sound doctrine) in Jesus and are to set aside the old way of living and
embrace the new life style in Christ.]
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